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Section 1: Identifiers 

 
Variable Label Description Format Text 

build Build Masterfile build. Distributed to all datasets 
and used to identify the version of the 
database. 

Char, 30 

build_cancers Build Cancer Cohort The source of the build data. 1="Trial Only" 

build_incidence_cutoff Build Incidence Cutoff The censoring date for any cancer data 
associated with the dataset. 

1="Cancers Through 2009" 

plco_id PLCO ID PLCO ID Char 

study_yr Study Year  Numeric 
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Section 2: Complication 

 
Variable Label Description Format Text 

ctype_catl Complication Summary Complication type categorized into useful 
summaries. 

1="Major" 
2="Intermediate" 
3="Minor" 

ctypel Complication Code The type of complication. Additional 
complication types have been added that 
were not on the DE form, by interpretting 
free text from Other (specify) responses. 

1="Infection" 
2="Fever Requiring Antibiotics" 
3="Pneumothorax" 
4="Hemothorax" 
5="Hemoptysis" 
6="Bronchospasm" 
7="Respiratory Arrest" 
8="Cardiac Arrest" 
9="Atelectasis" 
22="Hospitalization" 
23="Pulmonary Embolus / Emboli" 
24="Myocardial Infarction" 
25="Cardiac Arrhythmia" 
26="Cerebral vascular accident 
(CVA) / Stroke" 
27="Blood Loss Requiring a 
Transfusion" 
28="Deep Venous Thrombosis 
(DVT)" 
29="Acute / Chronic Respiratory 
Failure" 
30="Hypotension / Vasovagal 
Reaction" 
31="Congestive Heart Failure 
(CHF)" 
32="Wound Dehiscence" 
33="Hypokalemia" 
88="Other Specify" 
120="Urinary" 
121="Bleeding" 
200="Vocal Cord Immobility / 
Paralysis" 
201="Rib Fracture(s)" 
206="Bronchopulmonary Fistula" 
213="Pain Requiring Referral to 
an Anesthesiologist / Pain 
Specialist" 
214="Allergic Reaction" 
301="Infection and fever" 
420="Pain" 
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Variable Label Description Format Text 

ctypel_mod Complication Code The type of complication. Additional 
complication types have been added that 
were not on the DE form, by interpretting 
free text from Other (specify) responses. 

1="Infection" 
2="Fever Requiring Antibiotics" 
3="Pneumothorax" 
4="Hemothorax" 
5="Hemoptysis" 
6="Bronchospasm" 
7="Respiratory Arrest" 
8="Cardiac Arrest" 
9="Atelectasis" 
22="Hospitalization" 
23="Pulmonary Embolus / Emboli" 
24="Myocardial Infarction" 
25="Cardiac Arrhythmia" 
26="Cerebral vascular accident 
(CVA) / Stroke" 
27="Blood Loss Requiring a 
Transfusion" 
28="Deep Venous Thrombosis 
(DVT)" 
29="Acute / Chronic Respiratory 
Failure" 
30="Hypotension / Vasovagal 
Reaction" 
31="Congestive Heart Failure 
(CHF)" 
32="Wound Dehiscence" 
33="Hypokalemia" 
88="Other Specify" 
120="Urinary" 
121="Bleeding" 
200="Vocal Cord Immobility / 
Paralysis" 
201="Rib Fracture(s)" 
206="Bronchopulmonary Fistula" 
213="Pain Requiring Referral to 
an Anesthesiologist / Pain 
Specialist" 
214="Allergic Reaction" 
301="Infection and fever" 
303="“Pneumonia and Fever”" 
 
[continued...] 
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Variable Label Description Format Text 

[...continued] 
 
ctypel_mod 

  [...continued] 
 
420="Pain" 
423="“Wound Infection”" 
425="“Pneumonia”" 

med_days Days Until Medical 
Complication 

Days from randomization until this 
medical complication. 

Numeric 

primary_number Primary Number What primary is this medical complication 
associated with?  If medical complication 
is not associated with any primary, then it 
is set to .N 

.N="Not associated with a 
primary" 
1="First primary" 
2="Second primary" 
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